GEORGE THE THIRD
By a strange coincidence one of the first tasks which the
Grenville-Fox Administration—it was better known as' The
Ministry of All the Talents *—had to tackle was concerned with
the Prince of Wales's private affairs. His marriage to his cousin,
Caroline Amelia Elizabeth of Brunswick, had been a failure.
They had shared the same bed on their wedding night in April
 1795,	and then immediately drifted apart;  but on January yth,
 1796,	a child was born to them—the Princess Charlotte; and she
remained under her mother's care.   At the end of 1804 the King
and Prince were at loggerheads over the education of the little
Princess.   She was in the direct line of succession to the Throne;
and the King was eager to ensure that his grand-daughter was
properly equipped for dealing with the arduous duties of queen-
ship.   At the beginning of 1806 a scandalous story was circulated
to the effect that the Princess of Wales had given birth to a child.
If there was any truth in the story then it would be immediately
necessary to take the Princess Charlotte away from her mother;
and the Prince of Wales urged his father and the Ministers to
lose no time in examining the story.   Four commissioners were
thereupon appointed to conduct what was popularly called ' the
Indelicate Investigation/   They found that the Princess of Wales
had in 1802 adopted a little boy called William Austin, who was
the son of the man who turned the mangle in her wash-house;
and although easily convinced that there was no truth in the
story of the Princess having given birth to a child they found it
more difficult to discount the fact that the Princess's behaviour was
often most indiscreet and indecorous.   Her language was often
as coarse as her husband's—and being a woman it was not per-
mitted for her to give tongue to indecencies which when uttered
by the Prince were roundly applauded as wit.   But what could
be done?    The Princess was innocent of the charge levelled
against her;   and consequently they could not take her child
from her.
That the investigation caused the King considerable worry and
annoyance is not to be wondered at. Once again the affairs of
his family were made public property; and he was very proud
of his family. Kindly but firmly he wrote to tell his daughter-
in-law that he * never could but regard with serious concern' her
conduct. In his own family circle his language was even stronger:
the * Princess could not be received as an Intimate in his Family
296

